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RESUME

The article presents the legal status of women in Georgia. It is known that in Georgian family the man
had ruling, privileged position compared to woman. His words had the force of law and each family member
unconditionally obeyed any his decision. According to both Georgian and customary law a woman should be
humble, obedient to her husband and complaisant. A woman should incur her obligations to her husband
not only during her lifetime but after his death. Namely, she was not allowed to marry for a second time if
she had children. As well she was not allowed to marry in the same village or to the same surname which his
husband belonged to.

Nevertheless we do not forget the genius words of Shota Rustaveli: “King’s children, male or female,
are equal”, however the equality of men and women of high society was recognized by this quotation.

According to both Georgian and customary law in matrimonial relations a man and a woman were
not equal, contrary - everything that was unforgivable for women was considered acceptable for men. The
Georgian feudal law considered only the wife’s illegal sexual intercourse as offence and the husband’s same
act was not persecuted by the criminal law. The prominent Georgian scientist lvane Javakhishvili noted that
it seems that the Georgian secular law treated the woman as an offender of morals and manners much more
vigorously. If a man had a lover, “concubine” it seems not to be considered so great crime as a wife’s betray.
Secular and national law granted quite great rights to a husband in respect of a wife having committed such

”n u

actions that was expressed in using of severe mutilating and obeying punishment (“divorce”, “crippling - nose

” u

or ear cutting off”, “carving”,

n u

setting on donkey”, “tying on the shame poster”, etc.).

Thus the secular law and the moral regulates treat the husband’s illegal sexual intercourse more leni-
ently than the wife’s one. Although a man should have only one wife in pursuance of a law. However it should
be noted, rarely, but bigamy should have taken place according to the Georgian customs. In case if a husband
did not have child from his wife or a wife bore only daughters the husband was allowed to take to second wife
by the permission of his wife and parents. But the man was required to take care of and protect his first wife.
Neither law nor custom permitted him in any way to abandon or plant her.

Thus, in general the role of women is likewise in matrimonial legal relations.
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